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December and February Programs 

The December meeting will be held at Sunnehanna Country Club.  Please complete the invitation and return it 

to Dottie Glass.  The program will feature Jeff DeLisa, a local member of the Laurel Highlands Bagpipers.   

There will be no meeting in January.   

The February meeting will be a luncheon held at the Boulevard Grill.  Information will be sent to rsvp for the 

luncheon.  At that meeting, Dr. Daniel Santoro, an Associate Professor at the University of Pittsburgh at 

Johnstown, will discuss Women at Play.   

Women Helping 
 Women 

 Seton Hill University’s e-magnify is a center created exclusively to promote and assist women 

entrepreneurs.  Joanna Markle, Education and Training Manager, and Jayne Huston, Director, presented 

information on the various services offered to a crowd of Mount Aloysius Business and Managerial students 

early in November, specifically highlighting:  Entrepreneurship, Experience, and Education. 

 Although they will provide assistance to men, the center’s mission is “to strengthen the economic 

impact of women business owners as a collective force and to advance their growth through innovative 

programming in entrepreneurship and new venture creation.” 

 Nestled in the scenic hills just outside Greensburg, PA, this center has been operating and assisting 

women entrepreneurs of our area since its inception in 1991.  Thousands of women have utilized their 

resources, networking opportunities, and educational opportunities.   

 This organization lives the motto of advancing equity for women through advocacy, education, and 

research.  Please explore the information on their website at www.e-magnify.com.  The center is an invaluable 

resource for women in business. 

Pictured:  Joann Markle and Jayne Huston presenting to MAC students 11-10-09. 
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~Public Policy News~ Submitted by Barbara Procko 

AAUW CELEBRATES ENACTMET OF HATE CRIMES LAW 

President Barack Obama signed into law landmark hate crimes  

prevention legislation that has been more than a decade in the making. 

The Mattes Shepard and James Byrd, Jr., Authorization Act of Fiscal 

Year 2010 conference report will extend the federal hate crimes law to  

include crimes motivated by a victim’s actual or perceived gender, sexual orientation, gender  

identity, or disability.  AAUW Executive Director, Linda Hallman, AAUW Director of Public Policy 

and Government Relations, Lisa Maatz, and AAUW Government Relations Coordinator, Anne 

Hedgepeth, attended a White House event celebrating the law’s enactment. 

Please write and thank the senators who supported moving this legislation forward and express 

your disappointment to those senators who did not.  AAUW was mentioned in coverage of the 

hearing for this bill on NPR and the Rachel Maddow Show.   

COLLEGE COST REDUCTION ACT 

Since women students are more likely to borrow than men and will make less on average after 

graduation, female graduates are  more likely to struggle with their loan debt.  AAUW actively 

supported the College Cost Reduction and Access Act, which became law in September, 2007, as an 

important step toward making college more affordable and accessible.  Among the benefits are 

lower interest rates on federal loans, higher Pell grant scholarships, and a new income-based 

repayment program, which caps federal student loan payments based on the borrower’s income and 

family size.  Urge your representatives to cosponsor HR 2492, which would prevent the taxation of 

federal student loan debt forgiven through the income-based repayment program and make the 

ideals behind student loan forgiveness a reality. 

Presidentôs Message 

The revised by-laws were emailed and/or mailed to you in October.  Please read them and bring a copy 

of them to the December meeting at Sunnehanna.  We MUST vote on the changes and submit the vote 

to State before December 31, 2009. 

We will again be collecting for Victim Services at the December luncheon.  If you would like to donate, 

please bring the donations with you to that meeting.   

See you at the November meeting, as well as the December meeting. 

~~your President, Jo Romani 

 The University of Pittsburgh scholarship recipients this year are as follows: 

 

Kelley Cernetich, Journalistic Writing Major, $1,000. 

Keri Hill, Secondary Education Major, $1,000. 

Lauren Williams, Pre-Med Major, $1,100. 

 

Congratulations to these young ladies who are pursuing higher education! 

 



 

Book Sale ~ Lee Rager 

October has ended and with it, the collection of books for the fall.  My front porch is filled as we sort both on the 
porch and in the garage.  It is difficult to tell if we have as many books as last year until everything gets packed.  
Thanks to those of you who made the trips to Giant Eagle and Bi-Lo to gather up the donations. 

If you have time to sort books, give me a call at 255-6560.  Remember that we can only sort in the daytime and when 
the weather is warm enough.  Some sorters just drop in, so we don’t set regular hours—just when anyone can work.  
We need to get the front porch cleared before too much snow falls. 

If you know someone who wants to donate books, see if they can wait.  We cannot handle any more until the garage 
and porch are sorted and packed.  We will collect again in May, at which time we will store in another garage. 

Don’t forget to save your plastic shopping bags.  Bring them to a meeting if you wish to get them out of the house. 

And, mark the book sale dates on your calendar—Set Up Date, June 15ñSale dates June 16-19. 

Christmas Luncheon        RSVP by Dec. 5, 2009 

Featuring:  Laurel Highland Bagpiper                 checks payable:  Johnstown Branch AAUW 

December 12, 2009      mail to:  Dottie Glass, 422 State Street 

Cost:  $16.00 per person               Johnstown 15905 

 

Menu:  Mixed greens with sliced strawberries and poppyseed dressing 

 Sweet potato crusted chicken with maple bourbon sauce 

 Garden rice pilaf 

 Buttered carrots with red pepper garnish 

 Bananas foster 

 Dinner rolls and beverage 

 

Name of Member Attending:  __________________________________________ X $16.00 

Number of guests:  ____________ X $16.00 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  $________________ 

 

Make sure it is in the mail so that it reaches Dottie by December 5th.   
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December 8 hosted by Lee Rager at the Westmont Presbyterian Church.  Outliers: The Story of Success by 

Gladwell.   

January 12 or February 9 at the home of Anne Desimone, 870 Thermal Ave.  The Lace Reader by Barry. 

March 9 hosted by Kay Kusibab at the Westmont Prebyterian Church.  Blonde Roots by Evaristo.   

April 13th Covered Dish at 12:00 Noon, at the home of Ann Furlong, 1120 Menoher Blvd.  The Help by 

Stockett.   

May 11 at the home of Faye Lear, 656 Russell Ave.  A Reliable Wife by Goldrick.   

Upcoming Events / Second Tuesday  Study Group 

Membership Corner...with Kathy Howanek 

Around the Corner, 

in the éé 

 October’s mail brought the delivery of my very first official AAUW Membership Kit which is 
chock full of ideas and contacts for increasing branch membership.  One idea that I will immediately 
pursue is looking for public events where AAUW may have a table for disseminating information and 
recruiting members.  There are financial incentives to the branch for signing members at public events. 

 As expected, however, the most effective tool for recruiting memberships is to share the 
experience by brining a potential member to meetings.  Our November meeting would be a great one 
to share with friends as our speaker is the Educational Director of the Cambria County Solid Waste 
Management, Tim Dull.  He is an interesting and informative speaker.  His program,  “Making 
Recycling Work,” is topical and should appeal to a wide variety of people. 

 Membership cards are ready and will be available at November’s meeting, so don’t forget to 
pick your card up when you get your nametag. 

 Finally, a reminder to the Telephone Calling Committee to please contact those members on 
your list to remind our members to attend (and of course, bring a friend).  

Pasquerilla Performing Arts Center features American Idols Holiday —December 10. 

Johnstown Symphony Orchestra presents Christmas Around the World—December 12. 

Cresson Lake Playhouse presents The Trial of Ebenezer Scrooge—December 4 to December 6. 

Upcoming Events in Cambria County in December 

AAUW Social Networking 

AAUW PA has recently  joined the new social network.  When you create your own Facebook site, 

you can search for the new group “AAUW Pennsylvania.”  You can network with other PA 

branches and find out about upcoming state events. 

Twitter presence can be found at www.twitter.com/aauwpa.  You can get daily, up-to-date news.   



 

American Association of University Women 

Johnstown Branch 

520 Eisenhower Boulevard 

Johnstown, PA  15904 

First Class Mail 
Mission Statement:  AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research. 

Diversity Statement:  In principle and in practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership.  There shall be no barriers to full 

participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age , sexual orientation, national origin, disability, or class. 

Vision Statement:  AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equality and education through research, philanthropy, 

and measureable change in critical areas impacting lives of women and girls. 


